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President’s Message

As the school year ends, it is essential to pause and reflect on the jour-
ney we have taken together. NYSUT has secured legislation to return
teacher evaluations to local control and won the biggest win for pension
reform in 20 years. We made ground for fixing Tier 6 by lowering final
average salary calculations from five to three years. NYSUT also secured
legislation to set maximum temperatures in classrooms and protect the
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desk. Our successes would not have been possible without your energy, 1—President’s Message
loyalty, and commitment. 2—Delta Dental Donation
2—Battle of the Buildings
We also have all experienced a mix of emotions this year: uncertainty, 4—Retirement Celebration
excitement, exhaustion, joy, anxiety, peace, and relief. Each student, S Seifler Bieal
each challenge, and each success has left its mark. Acknowledge these 6—Member Benefits

feelings and celebrate our achievements. Remind yourselves of your ac-
complishments and celebrate with your fellow educators. We have built
a community and that is worth celebrating too! Remember, taking time
to pause and celebrate ensures we end the year on a positive note and
start our summer refreshed and ready for new adventures. Use this time
to learn from your experiences and prepare for a successful 2024-2025
school year!

As the new WTA president reflecting on the end of the year, | had a
unique opportunity to assess my leadership journey and set the stage for
the year ahead. Thank you for allowing myself and the new executive
team to find our way this year. | have genuinely enjoyed serving the
Wallkill Teachers’ Association, and | am looking forward to working with
you to make 2024-2025 another wonderful year.



President’s Message (Continued)
Please participate in new upcoming union activities, WTA committees, community functions
and anything that will further strengthen the WTA. Remember, you members are the union.

Again, thank you for taking such great care of our students and colleagues this year. Most
importantly, remember to take care of yourself and the WTA will take care of you!

In Solidarity, P
LeeAnn Pazoga
Wallkill Teachers’ Association President mA

Thank you Delta Dental!
Submitted by Kathy Winter

Delta Dental sent Leptondale 50 dental care pouches
with toothpaste, floss, and toothbrushes for our back-
pack program.

Battle of the Buildings Faculty Softball Game

Pictures from Deb Rosenfeld







Congratulations Retirees

Glenn LaPolt, Kristina Rubin, Anne Mildner, and Deborah Reese were recognized and cele-
brated for their commitment and service to the Wallkill Teaching Community. Wishing you
all the best in your retirement endeavors!




WTA Senior Breakfast

On May 4 we had a celebratory breakfast for our local senior citizens. The Plattekill
Golden Seniors showed their gratitude with the following letter. A special thank you

to all who volunteered.

Wallkill Teachers Association
Attention: Danielle Eve

PO Box 305

Gardiner NY 12525

Dear Danielle,

On behalf of the Plattekill Golden Seniors, | wish to thank all the teachers and students for the
lovely breakfast on Saturday, May 4, 2024.

It had been a long time since many of us have been to the elementary school and to see the
many changes. The music was a wonderful accompaniment but the best part was to see the
young people come out and perform just for us. What talent! Did our hearts good to have the
students entertain us. The decorations were a very nice touch as we could tell a lot of time and

effort went into making sure we enjoyed ourselves.

Of course, the food was plentiful as were the prizes. We all were quite overwhelmed with your
generosity and efforts to go such lengths for the seniors. Your efforts did not go unnoticed and

certainly made our day.

Thank you again for such a wonderful time!

Sincerely yours,

Mar K
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NYSUT Member Beneﬁts '_4’. —
offers a variety-of. end__@jr;sedf =
programs & services:that. —

can help-you-enjoy——
today, while planmng
for tomorrow.———

As a NYSUT member, you have access to participate in a number of programs and
services endorsed by NYSUT Member Benefits. These products have been carefully
cultivated to provide members with quality programs at competitive prices, including
insurance programs to help you protect your family; legal and financial plans to help you
plan for the future; and shopping, travel & personal services to help save you money.

Member Benefits also offers a number of benefits available free of charge to members such
as the premium Calm service, Peer Support Line, Financial Learning Center, and more.

Participation in our endorsed programs features the added protection of having a trusted
advocate on your side. Our staff take great pride in stepping in to support members with
any questions, concerns, or issues that may arise.

No matter what your plans may be, NYSUT Member Benefits is a
great place to start. Explore all that your union membership has to offer!

MEMBER
Learn more by scanning the QR code to the left, visiting BENEFITS

memberbenefits.nysut.org, or calling 800-626-8101. ms

For information about contractual endorsement arrangements with providers of endorsed programs,
please contact NYSUT Member Benefits.

Working to Benefit You
May/June 2024




